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Compassion calls on UK’s top bargain retailers to go cage free

Leading farm animal welfare charity, Compassion in World Farming, is urging the UK’s three largest bargain retailers - Poundland, B&M, and Home Bargains - to commit to a cage free future for hens.

Since 2015, there has been a huge wave of food businesses across the globe pledging to go cage free. All the UK’s major supermarket chains have either stopped selling eggs from caged hens or have pledged to go cage free by 2025 and many popular restaurant chains, including Frankie & Bennie’s, Café Rouge and Pizza Express, have also made cage free commitments.  Compassion is now calling on Poundland, B&M, and Home Bargains to join the cage free revolution.

Around 16 million laying hens in the UK are currently kept in cages. These animals will spend almost their entire lives confined, with barely enough room to spread their wings.

Animal welfare is a significant concern for UK shoppers, with 81% of the public believing cages in farming are cruel and over two-thirds (67%) feeling that this method of farming is outdated. At a time when the market is shifting towards higher animal welfare standards, it’s deeply disappointing that Poundland, B&M and Home Bargains still sell eggs from caged hens. 
Compassion has written to the retailers on multiple occasions over recent months, but they have failed to make a cage free commitment. 

“These so called ‘cheap’ eggs may seem like a good deal, but they come at a high price to the millions of hens confined in cages,” says Natasha Smith, UK Campaigns Manager at Compassion in World Farming. “We must ensure there is no market for caged eggs anywhere in Britain. Major UK food businesses have already committed to a cage-free future – it’s high time for bargain retailers to follow suit.”  

“Caged eggs on any store shelf will mean millions of hens may continue to live a life of misery, year after year.”

To support Compassion’s campaign please visit ciwf.org.uk/endcages.

~ends~
For more information please email mediateam@ciwf.org or call 01483 521 886.

Notes to editors:
1. Compassion in World Farming was founded in 1967 by a British dairy farmer who became horrified at the development of intensive factory farming. Today Compassion is the leading farm animal welfare organisation dedicated to ending factory farming and achieving humane and sustainable food. With headquarters in the UK, we have offices across Europe, in the US, China and South Africa.
2. All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc. Total sample size was 2119 adults. Fieldwork was undertaken 20th-23rd April 2018. The survey was carried out online The figures have been weighted and are representative of all UK adults (aged 18+). 
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